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To discuss drought conditions in California,
members of the monitoring team maintain a
consistent dialogue via email. Every two weeks, the
team holds a coordination call. A U.S. Drought
Monitor (USDM) author is invited to attend every
other coordination call (i.e., monthly meeting with
USDM author). The host of the coordination call
rotates among the NWS offices in the state.

Each NWS office reports on their respective area
and identifies areas on a draft map where they
would like to see changes to the USDM drought
depiction.

California regularly coordinates with Oregon,
Nevada and Arizona to discuss drought conditions
along the borders with neighboring states.

Drought Characteristics

Hydrological drought and reservoir storage are
important drought-related concerns in California.
The timing of precipitation in California is also
unique, with most precipitation falling between
November and April.

Monitoring Challenges

Summers are always hot and dry with virtually no
precipitation, which can make it hard to
differentiate normal dryness from that of drought.
Impacts are often more related to reservoir
storage and groundwater rather than precipitation
deficits, which makes typical drought indices less
reliable.
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