
Christine's agricultural roots trace 

back to the early 1970s when her 

father, an immigrant from Swit-

zerland, started almond farming 

in the fertile lands of the Central 

Valley. Today, Christine and Erich 

carry on this legacy, managing 

their almond operations with a 

hands-on approach and a deep 

respect for the land that sustains 

their livelihood. 

Christine Gemperle's dedication to 

sustainable agriculture is cultivat-

ing a greener future in Cali-

fornia's Central Valley. Co-

founding Gemperle Or-

chards with her brother 

Erich, she not only contin-

ues her Swiss immigrant 

father's legacy from the 

1970s but also reimagines 

it, incorporating resilience 

and innovation in the face 

of contemporary challenges 

like climate change. 

  

Central Valley's climate and soil make it a fertile ground for 

almonds, but water scarcity looms large. Christine has turned 

this challenge into an opportunity, adopting strategies like 

deficit irrigation and cover cropping to 

navigate drought conditions while bol-

stering pollinator populations. She 

questions, "How can we work so that 

we're actually working with the laws of 

nature instead of against them?" re-

flecting her commitment to agriculture 

that works in harmony with the envi-

ronment.  

Christine Gemperle's Agricultural Innovation in the Central Valley 

Extending Sustainable Practices Beyond the Orchard 

Christine's advocacy for sustainable practices extends beyond her farm. She engages consumers and fellow farmers, supporting initia-

tives such as the Monarch Joint Venture, the California Almond Stewardship Program (CASP), and engaging in Blue Diamond Grower's 

Coop Orchard Stewardship Incentive Program (OSIP). Her commitment to the environment echoes throughout the community. 

Through endeavors like groundwater recharge, whole orchard recycling, and biochar compost usage, Christine stands out as a model of 

ecological stewardship. 

"I can actually get some free labor out of nature," she shares, revealing her strategic use of nature's own tools to maintain the health of 

her orchards. She views each risk as a learning opportunity, asserting, "It's the knowledge you gain from either the failure of that risk 

that you took or the success," which demonstrates her iterative approach to farming and life.  
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Siblings Christine and Erich observe and orchard on a nice day. 
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In celebrating Women's History Month, Christine Gemperle emerges as an exemplary figure 

in agriculture. Her journey is not merely about surmounting the trials of modern farming; it's 

a narrative of enacting change with ardor and tenacity. Her insights, like advising to "Do 

something that nobody else is doing... learn from it," serve as guiding principles for aspiring 

farmers and environmental stewards. Christine's endeavors in agriculture are more than a 

profession; they're a testament to the significant influence individuals can have in forging a 

sustainable future, a narrative that is pivotal to Women's History Month and beyond.  

A Pillar of Leadership for Women in Sustainable Agriculture 

Fostering Soil Health and Global Agricultural Networks 

  

Deepening her commitment, Christine's focus on soil health reveals her understanding of its criti-

cal role in productive farming. "I'm really starting to get into soil health and what that means," 

she remarks, delving into the soil's microbial communities and their symbiotic relationship with 

plant life. By prioritizing soil's well-being, she looks to diminish the dependency on synthetic ferti-

lizers, advocating for a natural balance conducive to both the environment and farm output. 

Christine candidly shares her journey's highs and lows, her resilience carving a pathway of contin-

ual learning and innovation amid the uncertainties of adopting new practices. Her determination 

is steadfast: "Learning something is always worth it," she declares, nurturing a culture of endur-

ance and curiosity. 

Christine's involvement extends to partnering with organizations like Pollinator Partnership and 

Project Apis m. to enhance habitat and biodiversity. Furthermore, she helped establish the Wom-

en in Tree Nuts nonprofit, a groundbreaking initiative aimed at empowering women across vari-

ous industry disciplines. This organization fosters connections, industry growth, mentoring op-

portunities, and scholarships for young women aspiring to contribute to agriculture, whether in 

the field, laboratory, or office. Through these comprehensive and interconnected efforts, Christine 

Gemperle is not just sustaining a family business; she's nurturing a vision of agriculture that's as 

innovative and resilient as it is harmonious with the planet—a true trailblazer in the movement 

for a sustainable future. 

“Sometimes you can 

quantify it… but then there 

is quality. The quality of 

that yield can say a lot.” 

-Christine, on measuring 
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