
Drought Monitoring and Reporting in Utah: 
Building a Network for Drought Response

Andrea Bair – NOAA/National Weather Service



Evaporative Demand Drought Index (EDDI)
Calculated from: Temperature, Humidity, Windspeed, and Solar Radiation

https://psl.noaa.gov/eddi/



Warm and Dry!

https://wrcc.dri.edu/wwdt/

Fall 2020Summer 2020



La Nina

https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/





Snowfall and La Nina



3-Month Outlook (Dec-Jan-Feb)

https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_ra
nge/interactive/index.php





Keep an eye on the shorter range 
forecasts at:

https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/



Summary

• Warm and dry fall – which follows a hot and dry summer.
• La Nina conditions are in place over the Pacific Ocean.  

• Currently a moderate strength event, but could become strong.
• For the majority of UT – no statistically significant relationship between 

La Nina and precipitation
• Exception is far southwestern UT – typically below normal.

• The winter outlook slightly favors:
• Above normal temperatures for much of the state, 
• Below normal precipitation for southern UT.  

• No clear signal for the northern half.
• Drought conditions expected to persist this winter.
• Keep an eye on the shorter-range forecasts  - weather.gov



Thank you!!!!
Andrea Bair

NOAA/National Weather Service
Andrea.bair@noaa.gov
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